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MIDDLETOWN  — Sixteen-
foot-long LCD panels with 
smart-glass technology. Collab-
oration suites with multi-colored 
chairs swiveling around high-
tech work-stations. A "genius 
bar" next to glass rooms slated for 
3D printers and video production.

What may sound like amenities 
from Apple's new headquarters 
will actually be what Middletown 
school district students will walk 
into in September at their newly 
renovated high school.

Here are some of the highlights:
■ A new 28,000-square-foot 

third-floor addition to the high 
school that includes nine class-
rooms, four science laboratories, 
a large collaborative learning 
area, science research room and 
three collaborative study areas.

■   A  n e w l y  r e n o v a t e d 
10,000-square-foot base-
ment, which includes a courtyard 
that was converted into a large 
collaborative learning room 
with a skylight, a lecture room, 
a Cisco networking academy lab, 
TV-video classrooms and four 
completely renovated technol-
ogy classrooms.

■  685-700 new chairs.
■ The additions will increase 

the high school's classrooms to 
154.

The district's $38.8 million 
capital project, of which about 
$25 million is dedicated to the 
high school, was approved by 
voters in December 2014 and is 
more than 90 percent complete, 
according to Middletown Super-
intendent Ken Eastwood. It's 
being paid for by a combination 
of state aid, retiring existing debt 
and $3 million from the district 
fund balance.

The project won't raise the tax 
levy, Eastwood said, and is, so 
far, on budget.

The expansion comes to a 
58-year-old high school that's 
grown crowded, as the school 
district is among the few grow-
ing in New York. The district had 

7,159 students as of the 2016-17 
school year and nearly 2,200 stu-
dents in the high school. But the 
additions also allow for major 
upgrades to the high school's 
classroom technology.

"We want to be an absolutely 
different district than we were 
in 2004," said Eastwood, who 
became superintendent that year.

A tour of the additions to the 
school this week showed work-
ers installing the final touches 
to the building, attaching wall 
hangings, rolling in new chairs 
and prepping walls for large 
LCD screens. The building is set 
to be completed by mid-August 
to allow for teacher preparation.

On the new third floor, instead 
of the traditional rows of desks, 
there will be a large "collabora-
tive leaning space" with tables 

Future is now at Middletown High

Middletown Superintendent Ken Eastwood stands among tables in the large collaborative learning space in the new third floor of the high school. Large LCD screens 
will be installed on the walls.  [ELAINE A. RUXTON PHOTOS/TIMES HERALD-RECORD]

The tennis court area under construction is visible from the new third floor.

3rd-fl oor addition, 
smart technology 
among highlights
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that each will have comput-
ers. A large LCD screen on the 
wall can share information with 
those table computers. From 
the windows, students will be 
able to see the reconstructed 
tennis court stadium, which has 
two additional courts, seating 
and lighting.

“When these kids leave here, 
these kids will be ready for any 
environment, collegiate, mili-
tary or workforce,” Eastwood 
said.

Downstairs in the basement, 
students will see the former 
technology department and 
courtyard transformed. In 
the center of the new space is 
a large, collaborative learn-
ing area lit by a skylight and 
hosting a large LCD screen, 
work tables and a “genius bar” 
where students can help fellow 
students with technology. The 
space is surrounded by class-
rooms that are walled off in 
glass and will host programs 
for digital and graphic arts, a 
Cisco Networking Academy 
program, laser and 3D print-
ers, fabrication labs and a TV 

and video production studio, 
Eastwood said.

The basement area will also 
also be open from 4-8 p.m. for 
students to work late and be 
provided a free light dinner, 
paid for by state and federal 
funds. Eastwood said the new 
facilities put the district gener-
ations ahead of the technology 
at most high schools.

“(This is the) most-advanced 
technology you’ll find in a high 
school today,” Eastwood said.

Eastwood said the renova-
tions, an increasing graduation 
rate, new programs and the 
ability to earn college cred-
its are making Middletown 
nationally competitive. But 
the changes also fit into a larger 
vision of making students in a 
district where 63 percent are 
eligible for free lunch feel like 
their school isn’t held back 
economically.

“Over 13 years, it’s been 
purposeful to build out that 
look and feel of poverty, and 
the kids have responded to it 
in droves,” Eastwood said. 
“They now think ‘Wow, I have 
that available to me and I can do 
these types of things.’” 

— jnani@th-record.com
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Bruno Ramalho assembles work tables in the large collaborative learning 
space on the basement floor level of Middletown High School. [ELAINE A. 

RUXTON/TIMES HERALD-RECORD]

By Daniel Axelrod
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Special assistant to Attorney 
General Robert F. Kennedy; 
Orange County district attor-
ney; Orange County judge; 
state Supreme Court justice; 
administrative judge of New 
York’s 9th Judicial District; and 
justice of the state’s Appellate 
Division.

Those are some of the titles 
Middletown’s David Ritter 
held before the distinguished 
jurist  — best known for pre-
siding over the infamous 1983 
Brink’s robbery trial  — died 
at 82 on Friday at a Newburgh 
hospice.

“He’s probably the most-
esteemed judge to come out of 
this area in the last 50 years,” 
said Michael Blustein, man-
aging partner of  Blustein, 
Shapiro, Rich & Barone, the 
firm where Ritter worked part-
time after retiring as a judge in 
2010.

The Brink’s trial in Goshen 
a t t r a c t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
attention. 

Members of the Weather 
Underground and the Black 
Liberation Army stole $1.6 mil-
lion after ambushing the truck 
at the Nanuet National Bank on 
Oct. 20, 1981.

A bloody shootout ensued at 
a police roadblock in nearby 
Nyack. M16-toting gunmen 
burst from the back of a U-Haul 
truck and killed Nyack police 
officers Edward O’Grady and 
Waverly “Chipper” Brown. 
Brink’s guard Peter Paige also 
died that day.

A Republican, Ritter was 
respected across the aisle. He 
won the 1974 Orange County 
DA race with the slogan, “A 
professional, not a politician.”

While Ritter  was   a  state 
Supreme Court justice in 1985, 
Democratic Gov. Mario Cuomo 
appointed him as a special judge 
to preside over the bribery 

and conspiracy trial of Bronx 
Democratic leader Stanley 
Friedman.

Ritter’s friends and family 
called him a commanding pres-
ence  — a serious, reserved, 
deliberate, unflappable judge 
who chose public service over 
a potentially lucrative private 
practice.

“David really wanted to be 
a lawyer since the age of 12,” 
said Martin Goldberg, a U.S. 
m a g i s t r a t e  j u d g e  f o r  N e w 
York’s Southern District. “If 
you called central casting for 
a judge, they’d send you Dave 
Ritter,  a  strapping 6-foot 
2-inch guy, who was always 
in control of the court room, 

whether he was the prosecu-
tor, the defense attorney or the 
judge.”

Ritter, an alumnus of Middle-
town High School and Cornell 
University Law School, is sur-
vived by his four children, Andy, 
Gretchen, Matt, and Alex, and 
his two stepsons, Doug and 
Ethan, plus 12 grandchildren.

“I think he’ll be remembered 
as someone who was accom-
plished, and committed, and 
really loved being a part of this 
community,” said his daughter 
Gretchen Ritter, dean of Cor-
nell University’s College of Arts 
& Sciences.

—daxelrod@th-record.com

Esteemed judge Ritter dies; 
presided over Brink’s trial

Orange County Judge David Ritter, of Middletown, presided over the infamous 
Brink’s robbery trial in 1983 in Goshen. He died Friday at the age of 82. [TIMES 

HERALD-RECORD FILE PHOTO]

M’town High School 
alumnus also served 
as Orange County DA
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